
mester!  
 

Mary Weidner  

Indiana University of Penn-

sylvania  
PSHA Student Representative  

Congrats to all NSSLHA/

NAFDA chapters on their 
wonderful fall semester ac-

complishments. Across 

Pennsylvania, yinz and yous 

alike have worked hard to 

make positive impacts on 

your campuses and greater 
communities. Keep up 

your great involvement in 

NSSLHA and PSHA! Best of 

luck for a great spring se-
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Letter from the editor  
Hi all, my name is Reanna 

Huthmacher and I am one 
of this yearõs alternate stu-

dent representatives and 

editor of our student letter. I 

would like to begin by con-

gratulating everyone for 
your amazing contributions, 

you have all done a wonder-

ful job this semester!!! I 

would also like to take the 

opportunity to introduce 

this newsletter. As you may 

know the student newsletter 
is new this year, Mary and I 

felt that this would be a 

great way for our university 

NSSLHA chapters to con-

nect and share ideas. I en-
courage you all to e -mail me 

information about articles, 

research, chapter news, 

honors/awards, and any 

other materials of interest. 

This newsletter is YOURS so 

if you have any suggestions 
about how to make it better 

please let me know!!!   
 

Reanna Huthmacher  

Bloomsburg University of 

Pennsylvania  
PSHA Alternate Student 

Representative  

rlhuthma@bloomu.edu  

UNIVERSITY  NSSLHA PRES  PREZ EMAIL  
Bloomsburg  David Flynn  djflynn@bloomu.edu  

Cal U  Christy Olexa  Ole8614@cup.edu  

Clarion  Katie Ansell  s_kaansell@clarion.edu  

Duquesne  Katie Belardi  belardik@duq.edu  

East Stroudsburg  Paolina Szemraj  ps2910@esu.edu  

Edinboro  Andrea Mussari  a207640m@edinboro.edu  

Indiana U  Jill Schager  J.A.Schager@iup.edu  

Kutztown  Krista Lupfer  klupf884@kutztown.edu  

La Salle  Emma Petrucci  petruccie1@student.lasalle.edu  

Marywood  Nina DePalma  ndepalma@m.marywood.edu  

Misericordia  Danielle Cino  cinod@misericordia.edu  

Salus U  Amanda Marchegiani  amarch@salus.edu  

Penn State  Angela Santore  ams5053@psu.edu  

Pitt  Chrisa Wilson  cmw367@gmail.com  

Temple  Kendal Growe  kendal.growe@temple.edu  

West Chester  Heather Kary  HK609763@wcupa.edu  

If you liked what you read about another university and want information on how to 

pursue a certain project, you may contact the appropriate chapter president:  

mailto:djflynn@bloomu.edu
mailto:Ole8614@cup.edu
mailto:s_kaansell@clarion.edu
mailto:belardik@duq.edu
mailto:ps2910@esu.edu
mailto:a207640m@edinboro.edu
mailto:J.A.Schager@iup.edu
mailto:klupf884@kutztown.edu
mailto:petruccie1@student.lasalle.edu
mailto:ndepalma@m.marywood.edu
mailto:cinod@misericordia.edu
mailto:amarch@salus.edu
mailto:cmw367@gmail.com
mailto:HK609763@wcupa.edu


P a g e  2  

California University  

Clarion University  

Bloomsburg University  
The NSSLHA Chapter 

at Bloomsburg University is 
keeping busy again.  With a 
majority of last yearõs Execu-
tive Board graduating, there 
are many new faces taking on 
leadership roles.  With the 
guidance of our advisors, Dr. 
Smith and Dr. Zalewski, we 
have all collaborated and cre-
ated exciting new opportuni-
ties for our members.  Like in 
years past, we began the year 
with a Welcoming Pizza Party 
for freshmen and transfer stu-
dents to give them the chance 
to meet the faculty in our ma-
jor, the Executive Board mem-
bers, and other students in 
the field.  
 One of our goals this 
year was to strive to serve the 
community as best as possi-
ble.  The biggest project cur-
rently going on now with 
NSSLHA is the Cops nõ Kids 
Book Drive.  Started by our 
Service Co -Chairs, this project 
is spreading around campus 
and throughout the surround-
ing community and gaining 

the support of others by gen-
erous donations of books.  At 
the start of the spring semes-
ter, NSSLHA plans to give 
these books to children at a 
near by school, read to them, 
and spread the joy of learn-
ing.  We hope this will be-
come a tradition here at 
Bloomsburg University.  
Other service projects going 
on throughout the semester 
include Food Recovery, Dan-
ville Child Care Center, Nurs-
ing Home visits, Ronald 
McDonald, BOCCE Bash, 
and Dollar Dinner.  
 We have also dedi-
cated much of our time to 
updating our website to make 
it more user -friendly and in-
teractive.  In addition to the 
website, our Communication 
Committee is creating a Face-
book group to allow members 
to receive updates and add 
suggestions or comments to 
the organization.  The Social 
Committee has also planned 
several events including a 
Meet and Greet and an event 

called Paint Your Campus 
Blue, and a Halloween Party.  
Additionally, committee 
members painted a Home 
Coming Banner to represent 
NSSLHA for the annual Ban-
ner Competition. We are all 
planning and looking for-
ward to our tradition, end of 
the semester Christmas 
party as well.  
 Our Research Com-
mittee, which was started 
last year at Bloomsburg Uni-
versity, is working hard this 
year.  This group is a great 
opportunity for students to 
gain experience on how to do 
a research project with the 
assistance of advisors and 
other students.  Our 
NSSLHA Chapter is also ex-
cited to participate in the 
annual Majors Fair, Great 
American Smoke Out, and 
the ASHA Convention, that 
six of our students will be 
attending.  It has been a 
busy and productive year so 
far, and we anticipate a 
great rest of the semester.  

  We participated in the Au-

tumn Leaf Festival Parade, 

and we are currently  

organizing our annual Holi-

day Party for the clients and      

Clarion University NSSLHA 

has been working hard this 

semester to plan for our 

spring events. This is what 

we have done so far this se-

mester:  

their families within out 

clinic. We will also be walking 

in the Clarion's Light Up  

Night parade this month to 

get our name out there as 

festivities. We helped put 

together a trick -or-treat pa-

rade for the children in our 

department's preschool. We 

have started fundraising for 

the PSHA convention in the 

spring.re collecting nonper-

ishable foods for a food 

drive (being hosted by an-

other department). We are 

in the process of trying to 

get a team together for 

our University's Relay for 

Life next spring   

California University of 

Pennsylvaniaõs NSSLHA 

has been busy this semes-

ter! Here are a few things 

we have done so far:  

We participated in our 

University's Homecoming 

P S H A   



Duquesne University  
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Duquesne Universityõs NSSLHA 
Chapter has been off to a great 
start this year, thanks to our 
president, Katie Belardi and all 
our other NSSLHA officers.  At-
tendance at our meetings is at a 
record high, and the number of 
people attending the ASHA Con-
vention is also outstanding!  We 
have been very active around 
the campus of Duquesne, with 
many members working at the 
Universityõs open house in Oc-
tober.  We met with prospective 
students, gave them tours of 
the speech facilities, and an-
swered any questions they had 
about the major.  Hopefully the 
enthusiasm of the NSSLHA 
members for Speech -Language 
Pathology inspired many indi-

viduals to pursue a 
career in this amaz-
ing field!  Our 
chapter has also 
recently partici-

pated in several service activities.  
The most recent was òNoogie 
Fest,ó which was held at Gildaõs 
Club in the Strip District.  Our 
members worked with Du-
quesneõs campus ministry to cre-
ate a Halloween experience for 
children and family members of 
individuals with cancer.  The 
event was a great success and 
everyone had a lot of fun; it was 
definitely an amazing experience 
for the children as well as Du-
quesneõs NSSLHA members!  Our 
chapter was also fortunate 
enough to participate in the first 
annual Childhood Apraxia of 
Speech Walk in Pittsburgh.  Sue 
Freiburger was the chairperson of 
the event, and she could not have 
been more appreciative of the 
close to 50 Speech Language Pa-
thology students from Duquesne 
and Pitt for coming to the event 
and supporting the children!  In 
response to a thank you email 

sent to her after the walk, she 
wrote back, òWe're glad that 
you enjoyed coming to the 
walk and hope to see you 
again next year!   The response 
from Duquesne's NSSLHA was 
truly overwhelming and heart-
warming to CASANA and the 
parents of children with 
Apraxia.   You are our hope for 
the future of our children!ó  
We all enjoyed ourselves and 
we feel extremely fortunate to 
have helped the children.  Du-
quesneõs NSSLHA chapter also 
just finished selling Sarris 
Candy and NSSLHA apparel 
in an effort to fundraise for 
our chapter.  More service, 
fundraising, educational, and 
social events are in the proc-
ess of being planned for the 
remainder of the year.  We 
hope that our chapter contin-
ues to build on the new suc-
cesses of this year!  

East Stroudsburg University  

Each month we create an 
awareness month, where we 
look at different disabilities and 
or disorders and educate our 
club members about it, we have 
a whole bulletin board sur-
rounding it, we bring in guest 
speakers that are specialists in 
that area and we try to revolve 
the speeches directly to how 
they are going to relate to 
speech pathology, month of No-
vember is Autism and since we 
are only in school for 1 week in 
December we are skipping that 
month and focusing on January 

which is Cleft Palate Awareness 
month.  
With the Cleft palate  we have a 
guest speaker along with work-
ing hand in hand with Opera-
tion Smile. Raising 250$ to do-
nate for a surgery to correct a 
patient with cleft palate. It only 
costs 250$ for corrective surgery 
which is amazing and we are so 
excited to raise as much money 
and try to help as many people 
as we can.  
We painted  pumpkins with the 
assisted living center in October.  
 

Lastly we are have a clothing 
drive that ends the week right 
after Thanksgiving break, giving 
students time to go home and 
rummage through their closets. 
We are donating the clothes to 
Goodwill because they work and 
train people with disabilities  



called Friends Inc.   We 

do this every year. The 

boxes contain canned 

food items like yams to 

send to families for 

their Christmas din-

ner.   That's about it for 

this semester.   Other 

than that we are doing 

a bake sale.  

But we are sending dona-

tions to an army unit in 

Iraq. We have been col-

lecting supplies and 

thank you letters and we 

are sending the packages 

at the end of the 

week.   Also, our next 

event is collecting 

"holiday boxes" to send 

to a local food bank 

Kutztown University  

Indiana University of  Pennsylvania  
So far this semester IUPõs 

NSSLHA has been busy vol-

unteering in the commu-

nity. Here are a few high-

lights of what we have been 

up to :  

 We played Bingo with 

the Beacon Ridge Resi-

dents, Donated food and 

picnic items to Quota for a 

hayride and campfire for 

the deaf community, 

Walked dogs for Four 

Footed Friend s,  

Donated clothing to Veter-

ans, Sold Homecoming T -

Shirts, Participated in the 

PSHA-PAC fund Phona-

thon. IUPõs NSSLHA has 

also held several work-

shops to prepare our stu-

dent members for graduate 

school applications.   These 

entailed a workshop for 

students to ask any ques-

tions  

they wanted about apply-

ing to graduate school, an 

essay workshop, and a 

Praxis preparation work-

shop.  

La Salle University  
We participated in the Walk for ALS this 
weekend and raised almost $300 for the 
ALS foundation by having an Ice Cream 
Social at La Salle.  
Today, we are having a guest speaker, talk 
about the Audiology Program at Salus Uni-
versity to broaden our horizons.   

Edinboro University  
Our Edinboro University NSSLHA Chapter has been very busy this past year.   Over the sum-

mer, we held 2 yard sales to raise money to attend the ASHA and PSHA Conventions. On Sep-

tember 27th, our chapter and some Speech & Hearing faculty, participated in the Memory Walk 

at the Erie Zoo to benefit Alzheimer's Disease.   On October 3rd, our   EUP NSSLHA chapter held 

the 20th Annual Speech -Language Alumni Conference.   The conference was organized by our 

own NSSLHA Chapter Advisor, Mrs. Cynthia Grazio, who out in tireless hours of work to make 

the conference possible.   The conference included sessions by two speakers: Dr. Paula Leslie 

CertMRCSLT, who presented on "Decision Making in Dysphagia: Evidence, Risk & Ethics" and 

Dr. Patricia Leigh CCC -SL, who presented on "Infusing Relationship -Based Therapy Into a Be-

havioral Program: Increasing Expressive Skills in Kids On the Autistic Spectrum."   The confer-

ence provided .5 ASHA CEUs, lunch, and multiple raffles. During the conference, the University 

invited all speech/language/hearing alumni, students, and faculty to the ground -breaking 
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Throughout the months of Sep-
tember and October, students and 
faculty from the Communication 
Sciences and Disorders depart-
ment at Marywood University have 
been volunteering their time at 
various Head Start centers in sur-
rounding districts.   Undergradu-
ate seniors and graduate students 
within the department along with 
supervising Speech -Language Pa-
thologists and Audiologists trav-
eled to 10 centers from around 
MidValley, Dunmore, and Scran-
ton between September 19 and 
October 8.   language screenings 
as well as 296 hearing screenings 
were completed.    The Department 
of Communication Sciences and 
Disorders is pleased with the part-
nership between Marywood Uni-
versity and The Scranton -
Lackawanna Human Development 
Agency, Inc.   Through this part-
nership, Marywood students and 
faculty provide a service to the 
children attending the Head Start 
centers in hopes for early detec-
tion of speech -language and hear-
ing difficulties/disorders. Con-
versely, the student clinicians 
from the Communication Sciences 
and Disorders department  

Marywood University  
are able to gain valuable ex-

perience in working with cli-

ents in the field.   Through 

much coordination and coop-

eration from faculty, students, 

and Head Start staff, many 

screenings were successfully 

completed and much experi-

ence was gained.   

 Members of Marywood 

Universityõs Communication 

Sciences and Disorders de-

partment participated in the 

David Lavelle Memorial Bone 

Marrow Drive.  The drive took 

place on campus at Marywood 

University.  Both faculty and 

students of the communica-

tion sciences and disorders 

department assisted in work-

ing the drive by registering 

participants and administer-

ing tests. Not only did they 

contribute in the running of 

the drive, but they also took 

bone marrow tests to become 

potential bone marrow do-

nors.  The drive was highly 

successful in that seventy -   

four tests were conducted. Out of 
that result, thirty -eight were adults 
and thirty -six were students. An 
additional four kits were taken 
home for testing.  Testing kits are 
still available at the Communica-
tion Sciences and Disorders de-
partment and students are encour-
aging others to become donors. 
Each year the Communication Sci-
ences and Disorders department 
hosts a Fall Harvest Party for the 
clients of the speech and hearing 
clinic.  Members of the Speech and 
Hearing Club decorated the clinic 
by creating small haunted houses 
within several rooms of the clinic.  
Members also planned a variety of 
Halloween arts and crafts, games, 
and activities for the clients.  One 
of the activities included judging of 
the haunted houses.  The clients, 
as well as the clinicians, were able 
to dress -up in their Halloween cos-
tumes.  Clients and clinicians truly 
enjoy and look forward to this 
party every year.  They are able to 
enjoy Halloween and take a break 
from the hard work that takes 
place within Marywoodõs Commu-
nication Sciences and Disorders 
clinic.  
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Misericordia University  
Here is an overview of what we did 

in September and October:  

-Mentoring program (year long ac-

tivity) -two new SLP freshmen are 

paired up with a junior, they meet 

monthly to discuss and questions 

or concerns they might have. We 

also had a tye -dye night as a group 

with all the mentors and their 

freshmen.  

-During our schools homecoming, 

we made and raffled off baskets, we 

had about a dozen baskets donated 

and a bunch of the  

 members came out to help sell 

tickets and support the club  

-Halloween clinic party -the chil-

dren that go to our clinic were in-

vited to join us on a Saturday af-

ternoon for a Halloween party, all 

dressed in costume as well!  

-PSHA PAC Drive -5 of our mem-

bers made the calls to 19 members 

of ASHA  

-Candy sale for the Colleen Shea 

Foundation -- the foundation gave 

us a very nice donation for clinic 

equipment, so we sold little boxes 

of candy to our club members and 

the profits made will be given back 

to the Colleen Shea Foundation as 

a thank you. Gertrude Hawk candy 

sale-members signed up to sale 

boxes of chocolates, profits go to 

the club fund  

-adopt a family -working with the 

Universityõs campus ministry to 

send out baskets of food for fami-

lies in need in the area, club mem-

bers donated food and a basket will 

be made and sent our for their 

Thanksgiving dinner.  



Pitt University  
Pitt's Chapter of NSSLHA has 

been busy this semester!   We 

started out with The Great Race 

in September.   In October we did 

a fundraiser for the non -profit 

organization Faces of Tomorrow 

which sends surgeons and SLPs 

and all other types of profession-

als go to correct Cleft Palate of 

children in Ecuador.   In Novem-

ber we have planned two visits to 

Family House, which is an or-

ganization that provides a home 

for families of patients in the lo-

cal hospitals that are from out of 

town, and we cook dinner for the 

families.   In December we are do-

ing a gift drive for The Alliance 

for Infants and Toddlers to pro-

vide a Christmas gifts to under 

privileged children in the area.  

Students at West Chester University 
have been  cleaning up the 
town  with  Adopt -a-Block and volun-
teering at a local rehab center to work 
with aphasic clients.  
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West Chester University  

P S H A   

Temple University  
Hello from the City of Brotherly 
Love! 
Temple NSSLHA has had a pro-
ductive fall semester filled with 
community service projects, aca-
demic presentations, and social 
events! Our major fundraising ef-
forts have been through bake 
sales, and weõve managed to raise 
nearly $100 for both the Starkey 
Hearing Foundation (as a part of 
the NSSLHA Loves campaign) and 
Cure Autism Now. Who ever 
thought 50 cent cupcakes would 
go so far in helping improve the 
lives of others! In addition to rais-
ing money for Cure Autism Now, 
our chapter participated in the 
2008 Autism Walk held in Phila-
delphia. We had a great time net-
working and raising awareness 
about a disorder that affects 1 in 

150!  
Academically, weõve had several 
presentations to benefit our mem-
bers. We hosted guest speakers 
from the speech -language -hearing 
fields, as a part of our NSSLHA 
Speaker Series. A faculty mem-
ber/bilingual SLP, Raul Rojas, 
and SLPõs from a local school dis-
trict came to speak to us about 
their experiences in the field. We 
also held a Graduate Student 
Panel where graduate students in 
our department spoke to under-
graduates about the application 
process. Both presentations were 
extremely helpful and informative.  
In between, we also managed to 
learn a little more about our-
selves through social events 
like going out to dinner dur-
ing Philadelphiaõs bi-annual 

òRestaurant Week.ó Itõs been fun 
getting to know the person behind 
the face we see in class every day!  
Next semester in 2009, we are 
hoping to continue our commu-
nity service efforts by hosting a 
table at a community health fair. 
We will also begin organizing a 
program to allow prospective un-
dergrad and grad students to 
òbuddyó with a current student in 
the major. They will learn more 
about what Temple is like by tour-
ing our facilities, attending 
classes, etc. We are definitely 
looking forward to another great 
semester.  

Penn State University  
At Penn State we 
are actively in-
volved in THON 
and NSSLHA has 

gone on two canning trips, sent 
out 338 pledge letters, we raised 
480 on our last trip. The event is 
held in February. We will also be 

planning a volunteer activity as 
well as a donation. For more in-
formation on THON please visit 
http://www.thon.org/  


